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Introduction

We have prepared this sheet after we have had many requests from many customers that are
seeking to keep smaller tarantula spiderlings (slings). Listed below are our recommendations of how we
suggest you keep spiderlings. These recommendations are based on our observation and experience in
keeping over the many thousands of tarantulas that have come through our shop over the years; this
encompasses well over 100 species.

It is important to note that while this sheet may be detailed, after you raise your first tiny
spiderling, it becomes less daunting to get them in the future. Raising tarantulas from slings is not only
fulfilling, but also allows you to save money and get rare species that may not be available in larger sizes.

Enclosure Size/Type

When choosing an enclosure it is often more helpful to keep the enclosure a little smaller; this
helps keep the environment more controlled and so you make sure they find food. We keep all of our
tarantulas in 40 dram vials that are properly ventilated. These are about 2” across and 3” tall. You can use
smaller enclosures, but even for small slings (1/8” leg span) the smallest vial we keep is a 20 dram vial
which is about 1.5” across and 2” tall.

The vials we use are airtight, so we poke holes in the soft plastic lid for small slings so they do
not escape. Slings can escape through holes that are the same size or larger than their carapace (the round
section that is often called the “head” where the eye cluster is attached to). You can drill holes in acrylic if
necessary, just make sure you do not press too hard so you do not crack the acrylic. You will know if you
have enough ventilation when there is no moisture buildup on the sides of the enclosure. If you notice the
sides of the enclosure are wet, then increase the amount of hold you have.

Ventilation and removing mold is important for tarantulas, but especially for slings. Why? Well
pathogens (germs), like mold spores and bacteria, can become airborne and make their way into your
tarantulas book lungs and cause them to become sick. Having appropriate airflow helps to keep the air
fresh as it would be in nature and to cycle out these pathogens so your animals are not affected.

Terrestrial/fossorial species are better utilized for these pathogens, because they would encounter
them more often being on and in the soil for most of their lives. Arboreal species on the other hand hardly
ever come in contact with the ground, so the mold and bacteria found on and in the soil that is located in
your terrarium would affect them more dramatically. THERE IS NO SUCH THING as Pink Toe Death
Syndrome or that arboreal species “die for no reason”. It comes down to correct care and husbandry. That
is the goal of us taking the time to provide this info to you: to save animals’ lives and to let you more
easily enjoy your pets.



Soil Type/Depth

After you choose your enclosure, now we move onto what goes inside. First, we start with a good
soil.

Here at EU, we use fine ground coconut fiber for a few reasons:
1. It is fairly cheap and easy to find in nearly all pet stores.
2. It resists mold which helps keep things sanitary for you and your pet.
3. It holds moisture very well which makes care a bit easier.

You will want to have a bit of depth in the soil (about 1-1.5”+ depth) and you want to keep the
soil halfway between dusty dry and soaking wet. If you can squeeze the soil, water should not come out,
but it should feel wet to the touch. Keeping depth will allow for the spiderling to regulate their moisture
requirements just in case you do not get it perfect and for humidity to be maintained for longer.

For very tiny slings (⅛-⅕”), it will be best to let them go through the first couple molts with just
your selected soil in the container, unless they are arboreal (tree dwelling) species. Arboreal species will
need something to keep them off the ground so a stick, moss or chunk of cork bark for them to climb on is
important.

Bioactive soil CAN be used in conjunction with terrestrial springtails, especially if you are
wanting to grow plants in the enclosure of your tarantula. The microorganisms that are in the soil will also
help to prevent mold and fungal growth.

Care/Maintenance

The mindset here should be to not make the environment (temperature and humidity) for these
slings change too quickly or become too extreme (too hot/cold or too wet/dry). The “middle of the road”
approach tends to be the best for most slings: keep the soil halfway between dusty dry and soaking wet
(standing water) and temps at room temperature (68°F-75°F).

For all slings we recommend weekly misting and feeding, but do not spray the sling directly and
do not mist them every day or every other day. For food items, we suggest doing pre-killed crickets or
small roaches, so that you do not have to stress about having small items (like flies) around as much.
Crickets and roaches definitely have more nutrients than flies, so you may notice that these food items
cause your crickets to grow faster.

You can feed as often as your tarantula will eat (you cannot overfeed tarantulas). Just make sure
to remove food items that are uneaten within an hour or so, and the remains of food after 1-2 days to
prevent mold growth.  The goal should be to grow them past their small sling stage as fast as possible.
NOTE: contrary to popular belief, not all tarantulas grow faster when they are kept warmer.

Keeping slings at room temperature is fine. You DO NOT NEED a heating element. In fact we
recommend not using any additional heating or lighting elements until you have become familiar with



general care of the slings. Just keep them on a room temperature shelf that is not in the sunlight so they do
not overheat. Containers can quickly become “ovens” when heat is applied (whether that is sunlight or a
heating element). More heat means the animals dehydrate faster, which is not good for slings.

One great aspect about tarantula keeping is that the bedding does not have to be changed as long
as there is no excessive mold in the enclosure. In fact we suggest not changing the bedding unless
absolutely necessary so the webbing is not destroyed. Spot clean mold as it appears in the enclosure, and
if the bedding becomes ridden with mold or fungus just change the bedding. We suggest NOT reusing
bedding from other tarantulas (since it can contain mold).

There have been many keepers that ask about cleaning the webbing or removing it from the
enclosure for heavy webbing species. Imagine that you build a brand new house. Spending months to
build it, working many long hours, and then someone throws a wrecking ball through the house. That is
what you are doing when you remove the webbing of a tarantula. Tarantulas use their web as a way to
track what is their territory and many use it to create structure in which they will reside. Tarantulas have
pheromones in their web that they taste with their feet. This allows them to know when they are in their
territory, or if they happen to wander across another tarantula's territory (which often means the smaller
one will get eaten). There is also webbing known as “micro webbing” which is a very thin layer of web
that is used for just this: marking what territory belongs to your tarantula.

Spider silk is created from proteins that are forced through organs of the spinnerets that form the
strands of silk that spiders use to create their home. Tarantulas repair their web structures daily and often
multiple times a day. Tarantula silk will begin to break down after exposure to moisture in the air and can
be used to tell if the ventilation is good enough. “Healthy” spider silk is pearly white and looks like
cotton. If you notice the silk becoming yellowish then it likely is older, or it could be an indicator of the
air flow not being sufficient for the enclosure.

If the tarantula is dehydrated or has not eaten in a while, it may need some nourishment to create
a web. Webbing also is a natural behavior for when tarantulas are comfortable. If you know your tarantula
is a heavy webbing species, then you can use this to gauge if they are comfortable in their environment; if
they are not webbing it means that they need: food or water more than likely. Many tarantula species will
wander around the area they are found and settle down only when they find food. This, of course, depends
on the species, since some species wonder more than others. We have observed many species wander
continuously and not web substantially until after they encounter some sort of food; then afterwards they
build an entire web palace overnight. It is best when unpacking or rehousing to go ahead and squish a
cricket head and put it in the enclosure so your tarantula will have the energy to reconstruct its new home
(whether that be digging or webbing).

Sling Sizing/Molt Stage

Most tarantula slings when they are in their first instars will molt about once every 2-4 weeks
with increasing time between molts as they grow. An instar is the number of molts past the first larval



stage Eggs With Legs (EWLs); this essentially is a numerical system marking the number of molts the
tarantulas have been walking around. The first instar stage is when tarantulas can crawl around, but would
be tended to by their mother still. Depending on the species, some tarantulas can web, and even eat at this
stage, while others cannot do either; this is regarded as a second larval stage since they cannot function on
their own quite yet. Second instar is when most species are regarded to have become fully developed
‘spiders’ that can roam the world and care for themselves. To avoid this confusion, the standard is to list
measurements in inches of leg span.

Additional Recommendations

Most tarantula slings can be kept nearly the same exact way regarding moisture and ventilation,
so do not overcomplicate it. You just do not want moisture to build up on the sides of the enclosure, and
for arboreal species something that is simple for them to climb on would be beneficial so that they do not
have to sit on the ground. Long exposure to the ground without something to rest on can lead to the
toe-pads of arboreal slings to begin to break down, reducing their ability to climb and hunt.

Mold is often found on what remains of your tarantula's meal and looks like white tufts of cotton
most of the time (this is the most common). There is also a type of mold known as “flower pot mold” that
is yellow and grows deeper in the soil. This means the enclosure would likely need new bedding and to be
rinsed with warm water and wiped with a clean paper towel.

One consideration is that in nature, most mold will be controlled by things in the soil that eats the
mold. This is where springtails come into play. Springtails are small “bugs” that crawl around in the soil
that can be white, gray, or pink. These inverts eat mold and other biodegradable matter in terrariums and
they will spread throughout cages as they have more food. These animals can also be cultivated on their
own to be used in cages. They do a really good job of keeping things nice and clean in the terrariums!
These also can double as a food source for very small slings.

Bioactive soil will provide a little more natural feel to your tarantulas enclosure. Plants can also
be grown in this type of soil, however, it is best to keep things as simple as possible for small slings.
Depending on the type of bioactive mix that is used, this can assist in controlling mold, fungus and
pathogens.

Hopefully you found this sheet helpful. If you have any additional questions pertaining to the
particular species of your interest, please do not hesitate to contact our team! Thank you for reading our
care sheet and we look forward to answering all of your questions. - Exotics Unlimited Team


